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Malayalam- മലയാളം
• Spoken in the Indian state of Kerala and the union 

territories of Lakshadweep and Puducherry

• Also spoken by the Malayali Diaspora worldwide

• Malayalee community in Calgary has a rich history 

spanning around 65 years

• Malayalee Cultural Association of Calgary (MCAC) 

has been functioning since 1986

• Today, over 3000 Malayalee families are calling 

Calgary their home



Malayalam School Calgary- Road Map

Started Malayalam School 
as a Project of Malayalee 
Cultural Association of 
Calgary (MCAC) at a 
community facility in NE 
Calgary with 20 Students

2014

2015

The new executive 
committee of MCAC 
also decided to 
continue with the 
Malayalam School

2016

Started two more 
locations; one in SE and 
one in NW

2019

Due to COVID, had to 
pause the school briefly 

2020

Resumed the school online 
and had teachers from 
India as well as Calgary

2021

School resumed in 
person classes in Nelson 
Mandela School NE and 
in George Stanley School 
SE and was a huge 
success

2023

Malayalam School Calgary 
has been registered as a 
Non-profit society with its 
own Board but continues 
its strong ties with MCAC

2023

Malayalam School 
entered to it’s 10th 
Anniversary Year

2024

SAHLA Registration 
and Classes moved to 
CBE Facility
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School 
Overview

Target Group:

Frequency:

Volunteer Teachers and Teaching Assistants

• Majorly Children aged 5–15 
• Mostly children of Malayalee Parents.
• Other Children or adults are also welcomed
• Separate sessions offered for Adults

• Academic Year- September to June 
• Once a week- on Fridays (except long weekend)
• 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm

• Dedicated Volunteers
• Current Year, 10 Volunteer Teachers and 8 Volunteer Teaching 

Assistants  



School 
Overview

Elements of Learning:

•Vocabulary Building (animals, colors, food, family, etc.)

•Speaking and listening skills

•Reading and writing Malayalam 

•Basic grammar

•Cultural elements (festivals, songs, stories)

Approach:

•Activity-based learning (Projects, Artworks, Homeworks etc.)

•Songs, games, and stories

•Emphasis on spoken Malayalam (understanding, Vocabulary 
Building) in early stages

•Learning from known to unknown



Roles & 
Responsibilities

1. Volunteer Teachers:

• Plan and deliver lessons, activities, games etc. 

tailored to the student levels

• Encourage participation and spoken practice

• Assess progress (class exams, participation)

• Ongoing feedbacks (parents and School)

2. Volunteer Teaching Assistants:

• Support classroom management

• Help with materials and activity preparation

• Encourage student engagement



Roles & 
Responsibilities

3. Parents:

• Reinforce learning at home

• Help with regular homework

• Communicate with teachers about progress

• Participate in events and celebrations

4. Principal & Centre In-charges:

• Develop curriculum guidelines

• Organize schedules, classrooms, and materials

• Coordinate events like Talent Night, Convocation 

etc.

• Manage communication among the team members 

and parents through regular interactions and 

meetings



Curriculum 
Overview

Skill Level-Based Curriculum:
Students are grouped by skill level 
(Beginners, Intermediate, Advanced).

Malayalam Mission Curriculum (Govt. 
of Kerala Project)

A combination of Our Own 
Curriculum and Malayalam Mission 
Curriculum



Curriculum 
Overview- Core 
Focus Areas:

Vocabulary 
Building: Animals, 

colors, food, 
family, nature, 
etc. using games, 

activities



Listening & 
Comprehension:
Through stories, 

songs, and 
instructions.

Curriculum 
Overview- Core 
Focus Areas:



Spoken Malayalam:
Greetings, simple 

sentences, 
questions & 
answers

Curriculum 
Overview- Core 
Focus Areas:



Writing Practice:
Starting with 
letters, then 

words and short 
sentences.

Curriculum 
Overview- Core 
Focus Areas:



Reading Skills:
Malayalam letters, 
words, and short 

sentences (gradually 
introduced).

Curriculum 
Overview- Core 
Focus Areas:



Curriculum 
Overview- Core 

Focus Areas:

Cultural Elements:
Introduction to 

festivals, traditions 
etc. through projects 

and activities



Homeworks-
(Focuses parents' 

involvement in the learning 
process)

Curriculum 
Overview- Core 
Focus Areas:



Budget & 
Operational 
Expenses

Facilities rental

Printing (Textbooks, other study materials)

Books, Pens, Pencils, Folders, Charts, Markers etc.

Talent Night, Year End Celebration etc. 

Certificates and other rewards

Occasional refreshments 

Recognition for Volunteer Teachers and Teaching Assistants

Operates solely on 
minimal registration 

fees and financial 
support from SAHLA



Strengths

Dedicated Volunteer Teachers and Teaching Assistants

Dedicated and Autonomous Board to ensure quality 
and continuity

Strong bond with the parent organisation Malayalee 
Cultural Association of Calgary (MCAC)

70-80 Students attends each year 

Completing 10th Year of operation



Best Practices

On-going conversations with parents

Parents Teachers Meetings

Ensuring involvement of parents in the 
learning process

Periodical Teachers Meeting

Cultural Learning through celebrations, 
talent night and project works



Underway Projects

Development of a complete 
curriculum and own textbooks

Malayalam Library



Challenges

Student Retention

Volunteer Teachers' availability

Budget Limitations



THANK YOU!

MALAYALAM SCHOOL 
CALGARY


